By George Latrdner Jr. 

Waehinf ton Post Staff Writer 

The House Assassinations Commit- 
tee formally jettisoned its $6.5 million 
“bare bones” budget yesterday and 
decided to try to struggle along for the 
rest of the year at less than half the 
price. t 

Anticipating House approval for 
continuing their investigations into 
the murders of President Kennedy 
and the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., 
after a dubious • winter, committee, 
members also voted a new resolution 
to keep them in business for the re- 
mainder of the 95th Congress— until 
1979. 

Del. Walter E* Fauntroy (D-D.C.) 
said he thought : the proposed new 
budget of $2,796,650 for calendar 1977 ■ 
would be “certainly -palatable” to the 
House.- It includes approximately ’ 
$250,000 already spent this year while 
the committee struggled for survival 
in the fade of a series of disputes. 
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Sprague endorsed^ the new allotment 
reluctantly. He warned that the cut- 


back might make it impossible to com- 
plete the investigations within - the ex- 
pected two years. *- v '• • 

'• Sprague had contended . that his 
original $6.5 million budget couldn’t 
be cut at all without compromising 
the inquiry, and he made plain yester- 
. day that he had no intention of eating . 
tbdfeewofds. '' ! ; ' ' 

, , Instead, he. said he was relying ron 
the assurances of his two top depu- 
ties, Robert Tanenbaum and Robert 
Lehner, who told him they; felt ; they 
; could conduct: effective investigatiQns 
.■ with thefslimm^^ '--f " 

*T have gone along ' with ^their : rec- 
f ommendation,” $prlgue said, .“it is 
less than I would, propose, but T im ;V 
willing to go ahead.*? , ■ : v ; 

Rep. RifehaiHlson ? Pf 
chairman of a special ; budget task 
force fair the committee, s&id the ; big- 
■ lest savings was . legalized 'W . cutting 

the proposed\3ta^'^inW t^H5perr 

soils, meaning ' a ;$2;334;i(jp ruction-' 
in projected salaries, " - f f 
The new proposal, would^provide a 
27-member task force, under* Tanen- . 
b sum's direction, to investigate the 
Kennedy assassination, and> 27 mote, 


headed by Lehner^ td investigate 
King's murder. 

The inquiry, wotfld " 

expensive investi|ation: ever. * under- ' 
taken by Congress, : but Hoiifce 
Speaker Thomaa^P. (Tip) 0‘HeilF .JJtv 
(D-Mass) professed hik ’ ‘wholehearted 
support”, for aften : a,:pri-,; 

vate briefing frorndhe- p^nkihg>DernO- ' 
crate on! the committed. ; . 

It -was also plain, frdm.the figures 
presented yesterday,, that’ next year’a 
budget f or the cohunitt ee^ with , a full- 
strength staff of -1 15, ; vtlH^be about *$l 
million higher. ■*. f 

Th* House RuICe; qdmmittee' is Ex- 
pected to : take up -thO- resolution - re- 
constituting-- the committee, early next 
week: The budget will' be submitted 
later, -first.) -to the • Adndnistia- .. 

tioh Committee and then to thevoUse 

flOOr., 

The Assaissihitions : • Committee- 
Epent therest of -the -day in secret ses- 


Chainnan^ Louis StokeL (D-Qhio) told 
reporters that it ihclpdid a rundown 
-on the committee ataffti.prisbn inter- 
view Tuesday of^JXmte-JBarlM^Awho 


is serving: a 99-year term’in Tennessee 
for King’s murder. 

. ‘"Tie was very cooperative ” Stokes 
said of Ray. The chairman, however, 
indicated^ that the : interview was pri- 
: marily a . get-acquainted * session, and 
^d^ ’TLmay. be necessary to talk to 
him many times” before considering 
any public testimony. 



